This listing of claims replaces all prior versions and listings of claims in the application. 
In the Claims: 

1. (currently amended) A test automation tool operable to i nt e grat e a sot of 
dynam i c attr i but e s and va l u e s i nto tests to b e p e rform e d on a generate and submit a 
plurality of job control files for verifying operabilitv of a computing environment changed 
in relation to a first computing environment , comprising: 

a job submission engine (JSE) operable to receive input regarding first attributes 
of said changed computing environment which have not changed unchanood from a-the 
first computing environment and second attributes of said changed computing 
environment which represent r e pr e s e nt i ng — change from the first computing 
environment; 

a job control file generator (JCFG) in electronic communication with said job 
submiss i on e ng i ne JSE, said JCFG being operable to automatically generate job control 
files (JCFs) for contro lli ng testing of said- the changed computing environmen t under a 
plurality of different test conditions, the plurality of different test conditions being defined 
by according to va l u e s of sa i d f i rst attributes gonoratod based on an automatic 
sampl i ng of va l u e s, and v alues of said second attributes and sampled values of said 
first attributes, said JCFG being operable to automatically sample a set of all possible 
values of said first attributes to obtain said sampled values , said sampled values 
including substantially fewer values than said set of all possible values. 
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wherein said JSE is further operable to automatically submit the- said JCFs to be 
executed bv t he changed computing environment for e x e cut i on and to automatically 
monitor execution gf _aocording to said JCFs bv the changed computing environment . 

2. (currently amended) A test automation tool as claimed in claim 1 wherein the 
automatic samp li ng of said JCFG is operable to obtain said sampled values is-bv a 
random sampling. 

3. (currently amended) A test automation tool as claimed in claim 2 wherein said 
JCFG is operable to obtain said sampled t h e automat i c samp li ng of values i s further 
based upon a user-specified probability that a value should fall within a particular range 
of values. 

4. (currently amended) A test automation tool as claimed in claim 2 wherein said 
JCFG is operable to obtain said sampled t h e automat i c samp l ing of values is further 
based upon a user-specified probability that a particular value should occur. 

5. (currently amended) A test automation tool as claimed in claim 1 wherein the 
said JSE further comprises a user interface, wherein said JSE is operable to receive the 
input regarding at least some of said second attributes through said user interface. 
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6. (currently amended) A test automation tool as claimed in claim 5 wherein the 
said JCFG is operable to generate the -said JCFs based on values of said second 
attributes provided through said user interface. 

7. (currently amended) A test automation tool as claimed in claim 1 further 
comprising one or more agents operable to automatically analyze results of performing 
tests of said computing environment according to foe -said JCFs. 

8. (currently amended) The test automation tool of claim 6 wherein-the sajd 
JCFG is operable to generate the -said JCFs including parameters for controlling 
submission of said JCFs through a job queuing system of the computing environment. 

9. (currently amended) The test automation tool according to claim 8 wherein 
said JCFG is operable to generate the -said JCFs by reference to a template file storing 
values of generic attributes obtained from input received by said JSE by employing one 
or more value-setting methods. 

10. (currently amended) The test automation tool according to claim 9 wherein 
said JCFG is operable to generate the -said JCFs by reference to a script file storing 
special job request attributes. 

11. (currently amended) The test automation tool according to claim 10 wherein 
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the- said JCFs include one or more job control commands. 



12. (original) The test automation tool according to claim 1 further comprising an 
agent operable to review results of performance of said JCFs. 

13. (currently amended) The test automation tool according to claim 10 wherein 
said agent includes i s compr i sed of a plurality of special task agents. 

14. (original) The test automation tool of claim 13 wherein said special task 
agents include a job results analysis agent and an error analysis agent. 

15. (original) The test automation tool of claim 14 wherein said error analysis 
agent includes a sub-task agent operable to analyze job cancellations and another sub- 
task agent operable to analyze on-hold jobs. 

16. (currently amended) A method of generating computer readable instructions 
for contro lli ng op e rat i ons to t e st verifying operabilitv of a computing environment 
changed in relation to a first computing environment , comprising: 

obtaining attributes of a- the changed computing environment to b e t e st e d , said 
attributes including first attributes of said changed computing environment which have 
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not changed unchanged from a-the first computing environment, and second attributes 



automatically sampling a set of all possible values of said first attributes 
g e n e rat i ng t o obtain sampled values of said first attributes to bo tooted basod on an 
automat i c samp li ng of sa i d , said sampled values including substantially fewer values 
than said set of all possible values : and 

generating values of said second attributes; and 

automatically generating computer readable instructions for performing testing of 
said -the changed computing environment under a plurality of different test conditions. 
the plurality of different test conditions being defined bv said generated values of said 
second attributes and said sampled values of said first attributes bas e d on sa i d 
g e n e rated va l u e s of said f i rst and second attr i butes . 

17. (currently amended) The method of claim 16 wherein said step of automatic 
sampling includes of said valu e s i s a random sampling of va l u e s . 

18. (currently amended) The method of claim 16, wherein said values of said 
second attributes include a dynamic set of values changeable from test run to test run. 

19. (currently amended) The method of claim 18, wherein said second attributes 
further include a user-provided special requirement attribute. 
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-which represent change from the first computing environment; 



20. (currently amended) A machine readable medium having a set of instructions 
recorded thereon for performing a method of generating computer readable instructions 
for control l ing op e rat i ons to tost a comput i ng system, sa i d m e thod i nc l uding: controll i ng 
op e rat i ons to t e st testing a computing environment changed in relation to a first 
computing environment , said method comprising: 

obtaining attributes of a- the changed computing environment to b e t e st e d , said 
attributes including first attributes of said changed computing environment which have 
not changed unchang e d f rom a-the first computing environment, and second attributes 
r e pr e s e nt i ng w hich represent change from the first computing environment; 

g e n e rat i ng automatically sampling a set of all possible values of said first 
attributes to obtain sampled values of said first attributes to bo tostod bas e d on an 
automatic sampl i ng of sa i d , said sampled values including substantially fewer values 
than said set of all possible values : and 

generating values of said second attributes to b e t e st e d thoroughly ; and 

automatically generating computer readable instructions for performing testing of 
the changed e x e cution of tosts for sa i d computing environment under a plurality of 
different test conditions, the plurality of different test conditions being defined by said 
generated values of said second attributes and said sampled values of said first 
attributes bas e d on sa i d g e n e rat e d va l u e s of said first and s e cond attr i but e s to b e 
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